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Vision Statement Drafts 
 
 
Current PSU Vision Statement 
 
Our vision is to be an internationally recognized urban university known for 
excellence in student learning, innovative research, and community engagement 
that contributes to the economic vitality, environmental sustainability, and quality 
of life in the Portland region and beyond.  
 
SPDT Working Vision Statement 
 
As Oregon’s premier urban university, PSU enhances the quality of life in Portland 
and beyond through inclusion and diversity, excellence in student learning, 
pioneering research, and community engagement.  
 
Additional vision drafts from 12.16 meeting 
 
One of the country’s great urban research universities, PSU embraces diversity to 
enhance the quality of life in and beyond Portland through excellence in student 
learning, pioneering research, sustainability, and community engagement.  
 
Honoring diversity, PSU is Oregon’s premier urban university known for excellence 
in student learning, pioneering research, and active community engagement to 
enhance economic vitality, environmental sustainability, and the quality of life 
locally and globally.  
 
We aspire to be one of the country’s great metropolitan research universities, 
providing a diverse student body an excellent, accessible, and affordable education.  
 
PSU is a premier urban university known for excellence in student learning, 
pioneering research, and active community engagement.  
  
Mission Statement Drafts 
 
 
Current PSU Mission Statement 
 
Portland State University’s mission is to enhance the intellectual, social, cultural and 
economic qualities of urban life by providing access throughout the life span to a 
quality liberal education for undergraduates and an appropriate array of 
professional and graduate programs especially relevant to metropolitan areas. The 
University conducts research and community service that support a high quality 
educational environment and reflect issues important to the region. It actively 
promotes the development of a network of educational institutions to serve the 
community. 
 
SPDT Draft Mission Statements 
 
At Portland State University, we enhance the intellectual, social, cultural, and 
economic quality of life in Portland and beyond.  
• We deliver high quality undergraduate, graduate, and professional education.  
• We conduct innovative research and creative work.  
• We engage in industry, civic, and academic partnerships.  
• We commit to and celebrate diversity and inclusion.  
 
Our mission is to provide academic leadership to foster knowledge through access 
to lifelong student learning, long-termed and reciprocal community engagement, 
and innovative research that has impact at regional and international levels.  
 
Portland State University’s mission is to provide access to an excellent education for 
our students and enhance the intellectual, social, cultural, and economic 
opportunities to compete in the global marketplace in a uniquely urban 
environment. The university conducts teaching, research, and community 
engagement which support sustainable environments that build culturally relevant 
solutions.  
 
Portland State University’s mission is to educate and prepare a diverse 
undergraduate and graduate student body to be accomplished and informed 
contributors to enhance the intellectual, social, cultural and economic qualities of 
urban life. The University is a leader in research and community engagement that 
support a high quality education that reflects relevant issues. 
 
Portland State University’s mission is to provide an accessible, quality liberal 
education for undergraduates and an array of professional and graduate programs 
especially relevant to metropolitan areas. The University conducts research and 
community service that support a high quality educational environment and reflect 
issues important to the region.  
 
PSU promotes excellence, diversity, and engaged learning by providing accessible 
education in the arts, sciences, humanities, and professions, and by conducting 
research, scholarship, and creative activities. We endeavor to serve and engage the 
public and prepare our students to lead productive, responsible, and satisfying lives 
in the region and in global society.  
 
 
  
Notes on Topic Teams document 
 
 
The following are responses from the SPDT to the straw-man list of topic teams:  
 
• Nothing here talked about “quality” 
• No mention of “leadership” 
• No recognition of the composition of staff, administration, etc.  
• More student input? 
• Student experience outside of the classroom?  
• What groups are already working on these issues?  
• Are we forgetting anything?  
• Future of education/evolution of institutions?  
• Call out built environment under “campus climate” topic 
 
 
